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An integral part of Newbridge 
Chamber’s modus operandi is 

to create lots of opportunities for 
members to meet, mingle and seek 
out new business prospects. The most 
recent ‘Member Meets Member’ event 
was run by the Riverbank Arts Centre 
and was a highly enjoyable night for 
those who attended. 
Given the venue, a night with drama was 

not unexpected. However after a long day 
at work, it was lovely to be greeted with a 
smile and refreshments on arrival at the 
attractive venue by Venue Manager Hugh 
Murray and Marketing Co-ordinator Linda 
Geraghty. Members were later treated to 
an hilarious, quirky comic presentation 
from Schnitzel Comedy Club.

If you would like to run a ‘Member meets 
Member’ event to showcase your premises 
and /or business, we’d love to hear from you. 
Simply call Breda McHale in the Chamber 
office on 045 438296 to have a chat 
about how we can help you spread the word 
and be the host with the most!

Tim Dooley, President, Newbridge 
Chamber (right), hands over a cheque for 
€500 to Déaglán de Paor of Newbridge 
Tidy Town towards this year’s Newbridge in 
Bloom project. Now running for six years, 
the focus on flowers plays a very visual part 
of the tireless work the group puts into 
preparing Newbridge for the national Tidy 
Towns competition. 
The Tidy Towns adjudication gave 

Newbridge 274 marks, placing us 8th in 
our population category when the 2009 
results were announced recently. This 
increase of 4 marks was a great credit to 
the Tidy Towns team as towns in the upper 
mark area generally increase very slowly. It 
was enough to earn a Bronze Medal award 
once again this year!
Finance donated from various sources, 

including Kildare County Council, Droichead 
Nua Town Council & chamber members 
Bord na Móna & Newbridge Credit Union, 
makes the colourful floral displays possible 
throughout the summer. 
 After he handed over the cheque on 

behalf of members Tim said “We wanted 
to support the wonderful work done by 
Newbridge in Bloom as it creates such a 
warm welcome into our town, for visitors 
and locals alike. In these harder times we 
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Diary Date Tuesday 
13th October 2009 

At 17.59 invitees toast Arthur Guinness at the Riverbank 
Arts Centre - Eoin McDonnell, Linda Geraghty, Deirdre 
Coghlan-Murray, Alex Rosiak & Keith Gallagher. 

Noel Caffrey M.D. The 2C Company

A full Activities & Events Calendar 2009 can be downloaded from www.newbridgechamber.ie/events.htm

Forthcoming dates for your diary:
13 October 2009 – A Free introduction to 
Go MAD Thinking - Open Your Mind to Make 
a Difference. Hotel Keadeen at 6 p.m.

November 2009 – ‘Member meets Member’ event - details to be 
advised.

December 2009 – Budget Breakfast Meeting - details to be advised.

“To Arthur!”

Our next ‘Member meets 
Member’ event is with The 

2C Company, and is scheduled 
for Tuesday 13th October 2009 
in the Keadeen Hotel. The 2C 
Company helps leaders and 
teams deliver required results. 
At this free 90 minute session, 
Newbridge resident Noel 
Caffrey promises to guide 
members through a problem 
solving method which will help 
you in meeting your work or 
personal challenges. We invite 
you to ‘Go MAD thinking’ and 
Make A Difference! Make sure 
you’re present at 6pm that night 
in the Keadeen Hotel.

Newbridge continues to Bloom 

are encouraging people to shop 
local and keep our local economy 
thriving. So let’s do it in a pleasant 
environment!” 

RIVERBANK PUSHES THE BOAT OUT



NEWS

CHAMBER COMMENT 

Féile Peil na nÓg 2009 returned to Kildare 
for the first time in 21 years last July and 

what a success it was! It was the largest underage 
sporting competition of its kind in Europe this 
year.  More than 30,000 boys and girls across 
the country and in overseas units competed for 
a place in this year’s finals, which involved six 
divisions for boys and four for girls.

The Féile began with the traditional parade 
on Friday July 3 in Newbridge.  It featured 
participating teams, eight bands, including The 
Defence Forces Brass Band, The Air Corps 
Pipe Band, The Artane Boys Band and The 
Garda Band. President Mary McAleese was in 
attendance to review the parade, while renowned 
broadcaster Michael Ó Muircheartaigh acted as 
MC and presented each team as they paraded 
past the reviewing stand.

Newbridge Chamber corporate member, 
Whitewater Shopping Centre, was a proud 
sponsor of Féile and Lisa Fogarty, Centre Manager, 
commented that they were delighted to be a part 
of Féile and to welcome all the players and their 

families to Newbridge, for what was a great 
weekend in sport.

The eventual winner of both Boys and Girls 
Division 1 categories was Ballyboden St. Enda’s 
Dublin. Newbridge shone brightly as a host town. 
Congratulations to everyone involved – organisers 
and participants. Take a well deserved bow.

Newbridge Chamber 
President speaks out

I hope you are ready for a busy few 
months ahead at the Chamber! On 

the networking side we have many 
events lined up which encourage 
members to come out and meet one 
another. While the bigger picture 
with NAMA and other national 
economic activity looms over all of 
us, we must concentrate locally on 
supporting one another. I urge you 
to always check primarily if a fellow 
member can meet your needs - this 
is what will keep Newbridge and its 
surrounds surviving. 

One good aspect of this recession 
is that the cost of business is finally 
starting to reduce and we welcome 
this development.  In addition, 
America, Germany and France are 
showing some signs of coming 
out of the recession, which in turn 
augurs well for Ireland to follow this 
direction, with an expectation for 
us to return to economic growth in 
2011.

We are currently discussing the 
viability of a County Kildare Chamber 
in the medium - long term and 
are in talks at the moment. The 
suggested plan is one which would 
retain existing local representation, 
feeding into a broader structure with 
a lot more weight in lobbying and 
provision of membership services at 
a County level. 

Thanks to all of you who attended 
the Annual Golf Classic and the 
Riverbank’s ‘Member meets Member’ 
evening. I look forward to catching 
up with you next at Noel Caffrey’s 
‘Go MAD Thinking’ seminar on 
October 13th. This event is FREE - 
so come on, use that membership to 
promote your business and personal 
development!

Tim Dooley 
President

Newbridge Chamber

Last June Newbridge Chamber members and guests were 
treated to a wonderful evening from Financial and Marketing 

strategists Paul O’Kelly and Pat Sutton (O’Kelly Sutton, Kildare). 
They gave attendees in The Keadeen Hotel a seminar choc full of 
advice on what makes businesses work, survive and thrive. 

You could hear a pin drop as Paul O’Kelly introduced the basics 
behind their proven theories. The main thrust of their advice is 
to be bold enough to dream and then constantly revise/develop/ 
review your strategy as you conduct your business. Change your 

behaviour if you feel the market dictates such a move. Keep the passion but also 
keep the discipline of constant review and adaptation. 

“Find a Friend” or a mentor / coach who will be an external reference point for 
you when you may be in a position of not seeing the woods for the trees. Paul also 
commented that many small businesses spend more money on servicing their cars 

than on themselves, yet they are usually their strongest resource! Business owner/managers should 
prioritise investing in themselves by up skilling to increase their capabilities. 

Paul thought their strategy was best illustrated by letting some of their clients do the talking! Gerry 
O’Hagan from our own Bord na Mona was one of those clients happy to oblige. He explained how 
a 75 year old company of 2,000 employees has changed its vision and outlook to adapt to new 
century markets. They are bringing about this change following the successful implementation of 
O’Kelly Sutton’s strategy. Over the past year its new vision “A new contract with Nature” is becoming 
a reality. They are aiming to profitably meet customers’ needs for high-quality products and services 
in energy, horticultural and environmental markets; as opposed to being purely a ‘turf’ company as 
that set up originally. 

Gerry spoke of the need to engage with senior management and get their commitment before any 
organisation can attempt to introduce strategic change. He also said he found one of O’Kelly Sutton’s 
rules of ‘no buts’ in staff brain storming sessions to be fantastic. “We have to force positive thoughts 
and replace the ‘can’t do’ with ‘can do’!” Transformation in the case of businesses like Bord na Mona 
is critical to sustain the future of the organisation. 

The evening could have gone on for hours due to all the questions from the floor, but partner 
Pat Sutton wrapped up with a reminder to “keep your eye on the finances; know the figures at any 
given time – this helps to minimise the risk”. If you can keep on top of the financial  pulse of the 
organisation, it is a key part of planning, regardless of size. Good advice and a great evening. 

Gerry O’Hagan, 
of Bord Na 
Mona, guest at 
the Newbridge 
Chamber / 
O’Kelly Sutton 
seminar who 
gave some 
very interesting 
insights into the 
implementation 
of change 
strategy in that 
organisation.

Féile comes to town 

Converting Strategy 
to Reality 

Paul O’Kelly, of 
O’Kelly Sutton, 
who had some 
very timely and 
relevant advice 
for Newbridge 
businesses.
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Close up on Committee 

In this issue we meet Eilish Sparrow, 
Manager of Bank of Ireland, 

Newbridge. Eilish has been involved 
with Newbridge Chamber since last 
year when she arrived in town. Prior 
to that, she was a member of Laois 
Chamber for eight years, serving on 
their Council.

A career banker, Eilish joined the 
bank in Dublin and moved to Tipperary 
where she spent 16 years in three 
of the North Tipperary branches. A 
qualified financial adviser, she has a 
strong interest in People Management 
& Motivation and was involved in 
the bank’s Training programme for 
Managing People for a number of 
years. Eilish moved to Laois in 1998 
on her appointment as Manager of 
Portlaoise branch. During that time 
she was President of Laois Network, 
the organisation for women in business 
and on the Board of Laois Leader.  

You can contact Eilish on 045 
487403 or email her on eilish.
sparrow@boimail.com.

If you passed by Horse Racing Ireland’s 
Headquarters at Ballymany recently, you may 

have seen some horses on site that caught your 
eye! Under the Per Cent for Art Scheme, Horse 
Racing Ireland commissioned a sculpture for 
the front of its building. Siobhan Bulfin won the 
public competition with her entry of a bronze 
sculpture of three life-size horses jumping, which 
has been completed and erected. Siobhan has 
named the sculpture ‘Energy’.

Chamberchat asked Tamarisk Doyle, PR 
Manager about the new arrival: “The context 

of the new HRI headquarters was important 
in the commission, as the Curragh is very 
much the ‘spiritual home’ of Irish racing. The 
vision for the piece was to capture the essence 
of the thoroughbred horse. Siobhan Bulfin’s 
‘Energy’ sculpture of three horses jumping 
captures the energy, movement and beauty of 
the thoroughbred horse.”

A new ‘Energy’ 
at Horse Racing 
Ireland! 

Central Health & Safety Services Ltd. (CHSS) 
was approved during the Summer as a 

registered provider of programmes leading 
to FETAC awards. At a celebration in their 
Training Centre at The Courtyard, Newbridge, to 
mark this achievement, Chamber President Tim 
Dooley congratulated MD Tony Monahan on 
this significant milestone. He also emphasised the 
importance of safety management and training 
for all employers, on both moral and legal 
grounds. 

FETAC (Further Education and Training Awards 
Council) has specific responsibility for levels 3,4,5 
& 6 on the “National Framework of Qualifications” 
which comprises of all 10 levels. CHSS has 
been a professional consultancy practice since 
1998, specialising in the provision of Safety 
Management Systems and Food Safety Plans. A 
FÁS registered training centre, CHHS provides 
a wide range of safety training, so if you have 
needs in this area – stay local and get the best 
accredited service! Call Kathy Dargan on 045 
436166 or check out www.chss.ie Don’t forget 
to ask for your Chamber discount of 10% on all 
training programmes too.

FETAC Approval for Newbridge’s Central Health 
& Safety Services Ltd. 

Stan McHugh, Chief Executive FETAC, Kathy Dargan, 
Central Health & Safety Services Ltd., Sean Haughey, 
Minister for Science, Education and Lifelong Learning & 
Donal O’Rourke, Chairman, FETAC. 

Tim Dooley, Chamber President, Pat Watters, General 
Manager CHSS & Tony Monahan, Managing Director 
CHSS.

We extend a welcome to recent new members and look 
forward to seeing you at future Chamber events:Meet New Members 

	 Name	 COMPANY	 BUSINESS TYPE

	 John Read	 Auburn Chauffeuring 	 Executive Driving Service

	 Keith Gallagher	 Kildare Video News	 Online community news website 	
			   for Co. Kildare

	 Liam Moloney	 Moloney & Co. Solicitors	 Solicitor

	 Paul Hughes	 Newbridge Technology Solutions Ltd.	 IT Consultant & Strategist

	 Linda Geraghty	 Riverbank Arts Centre	 Theatre, Arts space & café 

	 Tony Murray	 Tony G. Murray Photography	 Photographer & Imaging Studio

	 Wayne Slattery	 sbarro	 Quick-service Italian restaurant

Contact Reidy Stafford for 
local advice and the following 

services:

Conveyancing,

Commercial Law,

Family Law,

Litigation &

Wills.

1-3 Moorefield Terrace 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare.
Telephone: (045) 432188

E-mail: mailto@reidystafford.com
www.reidystafford.com



RECENT EVENTS

Johnny Murtagh gives the Derby win a great local interest on Fame and Glory this June.

The exciting 2009 racing season at The Curragh comes to a close on 
Sunday 11th October with a competitive 7 race programme featuring 

the Listed Finale Stakes, Listed Testimonial Stakes and Lanwades and 
Staffordstown Stakes. The first race is at 2p.m. A variety of hospitality and 
dining options are available for this ‘last hurrah’ from €35 per person. To 
book, email sales@curragh.ie or call Trisha Byrne on 045 441205. 

EXCLUSIVE 
OFFERS

to Newbridge  
CHAMBER MEMBERS 

on Business  
Stationery Packages

The Complete Design  
& Printing Service

CONTACT:
Donovan Printing, 

Newbridge on

045-433874

Friday 11th September shone up as the best 
day in the year so far - so what better day 

for Newbridge Chamber to run its Annual Golf 
Classic? With no breeze and not a cloud in the 
sky, all the players said it felt great to be out for 
four hours on such a hazy day on the beautiful 
Newbridge Golf Club greens. After a tough 
summer in business, it was an afternoon out 
well earned. 

Later at dinner in the impressive new club 
house, Tim Dooley, Newbridge Chamber 
President, complimented all participants and 
congratulated the winners Alan Nolan and his 
Falcondale Properties team. Runners up were 
David O’Reilly and his O’Reilly recruitment 
team. In third place were Pat Ryan and the 
Newbridge Credit Union team. Tim also gave 
a special thanks to committee member Paula 
Egan of Comprehensive Business Services who 
put trojan work into the organising of this year’s 
Classic. Sponsor Newbridge Silverware once 
again this year provided fabulous prizes and all 
the winners went home very happy indeed. 

David O’Reilly of O’Reilly Recruitment accepts his 
team’s 2nd prize from Tim Dooley. The Donovan Printing team who went on to win 

the ‘Best Back 9’: Ger Conlan, Cohlin Donovan, 
Shane Donovan, Eugene Donovan. 

Tim Dooley 
presents Pat Ryan 
of Newbridge 
Credit Union with 
the 3rd place 
prizes.

The Falcondale Properties team which won first 
prize: Paul McLoughlin, Alan Nolan, Tommy 
Nolan, Peter Craddock.

First Prize	 Falcondale Properties Ltd.	 Paul McLoughlin, Alan Nolan, Tommy Nolan, Peter Craddock.

Second Prize	 O’Reilly Recruitment	 David O’Reilly, Stephen Mulqueeny, Mick Sweeney, Frank Dargan

Third Prize	 Newbridge Credit Union	 Pat Ryan, John Murphy, John Moran, Liam Shine

Fourth Prize	 Naas Chamber	 Bill Copeland, Paddy Geraghty, Rory Conlan, Danny Rooney

Fifth Prize	 Barry Egan team	 Barry Egan, Brian Kavanagh, Paul Cottuli, Eric Goodwin

Sixth Prize	 Grant Thornton	 Noel Delaney, Barry Reidy, Dean Klatt

Best Front Nine	 Dooley Insurance Group	 Tim Dooley, Dave Nolan, Hugh O’Neill, Michael Kilcullen

Best Back Nine	 Donovan Printing Ltd.	 Ger Conlan, Cohlin Donovan, Shane Donovan, Eugene Donovan. 

Nearest The Pin (6th)	 Ronnie Nolan	

Nearest The Pin (14th)	 Barry Egan	

List of Winners:

Last chance for a 2009 Curragh day out Have you booked in for your free place at the Johnstown 
Business Centre’s Business Fair on 9th, 10th & 11th October 

2009? During this economic uncertainty, it is important that you 
promote your business to survive. The cost factor is generally 
a major stumbling block. For this reason, Johnstown Business 
Centre will carry all the costs involved with the Business Fair for 
Newbridge & Naas Chamber members! Full details are available 
from MD John Kelly - please call 045 844080 or email info@
johnstownbusinesscentre.ie

Business Fair at Johnstown Business 
Centre 9/10/11 October 2009 

Sunny Golf Classic goes with a swing  


